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Prospective Culting Off of
Food Allowances for Four-
Footed and Furred Official
Mail Protectors Gauses
Consternalion Among the!
Select Felines. |

EOWS and caterwauls of grief
are to be heard from Postoffice
Department cats these days,

for tkere is a rumor abroad that many

of those in the postoffices throughout the
country are to lose their food allow-

ances and will have to hustle for a liv-

ing among unofficial backyards, and as-

sociate with plebeian, spoils-grabbing
felines which care naught for civil ser-
vice and believe in taking everything
they can get. Out in the cold, cold
world they must roam, these Govern-
ment cats, if their positions are
abolished. No longer will they be the
pampered favorites of women clerks and
high officials, but they must hence-
forth fight with the midnight Toms for
the possession of the decayed fish head
and the well-picked bone

Cats have figured on the Postoffice
payrolls ever since George W. Beavers
became chief of the division of salaries
and allowances, and now that he has re-
siened it is said that the cats will not
receive their monthly stipends. A fight
for the retention of the cats on the
rolls is, however, sure to be made, and
their jobs may yet be saved. In some

Borierbeinsonit'y

THINKING IT OVER.

stolen, but was still in the bundingl

He ordered a general overhauling and
cleaning up of the office, and behind a
file of dusty old records he found a
rat’s nest which had been made of the
missing money. The inspector then sug-
gested that a smail sum be put aside
by the officials of each large office for
the support of the cats, but the sugges-
tion was not adopted. Later, when he
became chief of the salaries and allow-
ance division, he instructed postmasters
that they could spend money for cat
food and charge it to the miscellaneous
account. This is believed to be entirely
within the law, and possibly no serious

THOMAS, THE POSTOFFICE CAT.

MAY STRIKE.

0

been ever since Secretary Spinner intro-|Devil Dan, bears the reputation of bs-|not associate with the cats of the com-

duced women into that department as

clerks. There are cats there of every |ir more
description and previous condition of|in

servitude. In a great many instances
these cats have made life a burden to
many of the employves, and at different
times orders have been issued by the

powers that the immense building hc;

cleared of felines—an order which has
never been successfully carried out, for
where one cat is driven away two come

to take its place. The basement and|

sub-basement are full of cats, and many
of them are as wild as March hares.

Recluse Toms and Tabbies.

> cock of the walk, he having won
hard fought battles than any ¢
The old fellow
| been almost chewed and clawed to pieces

ays he is r)t gamm' cat he
One big white
wmghmg vlgmeen pounds,

, and no other cat dares come near
this cat is a general fav-
and patrons of

luncheon room.

Demands Fish on Fridays.

posing and press rooms., He seems to
be afflicted with a severe case of swelled
head, and does not wish to associate
with the common herd.

A Costly Cat Fight.

It is related that a costly cat fight oe«
curred in the Government “Printery™
several yvears ago. Then, as now, there
was a large force employed at night
during the session of Congress. One
night, about 11 o’clock, when everything
was rushing along and the click, click,
click of the type as they dropped in
the sticks made music at the rate of 60

1.__.._

which followed had cost Uncle Sam
about $400.
Secretary Wilson’s Proteges.

Secretary Wilson, of the Department
of Agriculture, is a great admirer of
cats, and there are a number of fine
mousers around the bullding. His or-
ders are that the cats shall be care-
fully looked after and taken care of,
and if an employe should be caught mis-
treating one of the Agricultural De-
partment cats it is altogether certain
that he would either be dismissed or re-
ceive a severe lecture.

There are a number of cats in the

are several cats, and two of them are
possessed of a large amount of sense,

dropping motionless when told to “go
dead;” standing on hind feet when told

to play soldier, and a number of other
tricks have been taught them.

In the mail bag repair shops, where a
large number of women work, there is
a drove of cats, and they are weill fed

by the emplcyes, who find them a great

deal of company during the long hours.
This is one branch of the Postoffice De-
partment where no allowance is made
for the care of eats.
Driven Out by Hoke Smith.
Throughout the big Patent Office all

instances a stipulated sum is allowed
for offices like those in New York,

It is said that some of these cats in Perhaps the Government Printing Of- | cents an hour for the compositors, sud- | Pension Office, and Commissioner Ware

fice produces some of the most freaky |denly there was a wild caterwauling inSays that while he has no special fond- | kinds of cats may be found, and the
the center of the main room, and the | B€ss for felines, he has no objection to | clerks and employes see that they want

=5 : B L their remaining in the building so long | for nothing in the way of food. e

ing off in the number of letters which | ... . 4. = P T . &t B cats went together at a lively rate, mak- 8 E 2 When
| friendship with any of the employes,|large black fellow, was taken in hand ing the fur fly in every direction. Print- |85 they conduct themselves in a decor- | Hoke Smith was in office his rooms and

mysteriously disappear for no assign- o o . X i
able reason. religiously avoiding coming in contact| by a voung man named Newsom, and he | oo qropped their sticks and rushed out | ous manner. The best friends the cats |offices were in this building, and clerks

objection will be made to its continu-

ance, for since the cats have been in-|the Treasury basement have never seen
i St. E i e i o i . X

Chicago, Boston, St. Louis, Philadelphia.l i 1164 there has been a noticeable fall- | civilization, and are not on terms of | cats to be found in the city. One, a
incinnati, Detroit, and other cities. |

Origin of the Cat Brigade.

N "
3 Mr. Beavers conceived the public cat The T Well Guarded h anyone. On the other hand, there|says he succeeded in training him to|of the alleys to see the fun, and for ten | bhave in the Pension Office are the|say that he had a hatred of cats, and
{dea when he was a postoffice inspector. e lreasury we s 'are cats in the Treasury which will not | that point where he would not eat meat | Tinutes or thereabouts there was no watchmen, who feed them regularly, and | messengers were instructed to keep
- - | s -
He was set to work on a case in a big| While there is no fund for the feed-|y.cj: any part of the great building ex- | ;n Friday. On this day the cat expect- | Work; but the worst part of the fight | the men on night duty have found that|them out of his offices.
city postoffice where a large sum of ing of cats in any of the departments cept the offices of the high officials and | . and it he didn’t get it, he would was that in the general stampede a form | the cats are a great deal of company to There are fewer felines in the Stats,
- . ed 1, and ] . 1 . %
money was lost in transit through the|cutside of the Postoffice, all the publicl(‘!-.-rks, and there is a constant and never | - tent hssclriwith just ready for the press was pled the |them. There is one cat in the office said | War, and Navy Departments than any =
J g . { ! . se »at and content him vit i - . = -
mails. After working on the case for |Luildings in Washington have their full|ceasing warfare going on between base- | refuse Ineat and . conten s e worst way. When the battle was over | to be nearly th¥'ty years old, and he is|other. Just why this is so no reason is :
a long time, Mr. Beavers reached the|supply of felines, the Treasury being | ment and airs cats. One old nuhln‘-”k- Another cat makes his home in|jt was figured up that the loss of time, still a good fighter. assigned, save that there are fewer e
Jusi ‘s v tiz ter of catdom, and has | colored Tom, known to all the clerks as'the proofroom—the ‘“‘brainery’’—and will | the pieing of the form, and the hilarity In the Department of Education there i women employed there.
conclusion that the money was not!ihe head and center ’ D o
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